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SERIOUS and EARNEST 


e . Poteſtaten ad unum 50 
Pacis inter fuit. Tacitus. 


HE preſent criſis of affairs in this diſ- 
ned ſtate, is of ſo extraordinary and 
alarming a nature, that I can no longer for- 
bear communicating to my fellow-citizens my 
thoughts on a ſubject, wherein not we alone 
may be intereſted, but alſo our ſucceſſors, and 
our deſcendants even unto the lateſt 9 


3 Behold, my friends, what is now intended, 
attempted, opealy avow'd! Nothing leſs than 
the total ſubverſion of our conſtitution, and 
the eſtabliſhment of a new one on the ruins 
thereof. And what is to be the form of this 
new conſtitution: ? an Ariſtocracy; the moſt 
A 2 _ pernicious 


(4) | 

. pernicious to liberty of any ſyſtem of govern- 
ment ever yet contrived ; of which you may 
be fully convinced by the writings of all au- 

thors on the ſubject, and the examples of all 
countries and ages. I am not ignorant that a 
decree in favour of the new propoſed govern- 
ment has been obtain'd from the illuſtrious . 
Judge of a high court of judicature, whoſe 
province it is to redreſs grievances, and ſupply ' 
the defects of the law; but as I have lately | 
heard it ſuggeſted, that the very reſpectable 
perionage here alluded to, begins to appre- 
hend that his deciſion was premature, and 
that he even wiſhes this cauſe may have a final 
determination in the laſt reſort; and as that 
decree is in direct contradiction with the una- 
} nimous act of the general aſſembly, held here 
| in the month of March laſt;* I appeal there- 
from to a iull convention of the ſtates, to be 
held in due time and place; and I earneſtly 
exhort you, my friends and fellow- citizens, 
to follow my example, while yet you have the 
power to do it. I ſay while yet you have the 
RT 8 5 e TR power 
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On the 13th day of March laſt, in the morning, 
there was a very numerous meeting of the Nobilit 
and Gentry, ſubſcribers to the Rooms and Balls; when 

they unanimouſly came to the following reſolution, via. 
That Mr. DERRIC ER, as MASTER of the CEREMONIES, | 
be inveſted with full power to regulate the band of muſic in 
the Ball and Pump Rooms ; and to ſuperintend the publie 
amuſements in the Aſſembly- Rooms of the city of Bath, at+ 

5 cording to the regulations of lis predeceſſor Mr, NAsBs 
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power to do it; for ſhould the intended A- 
riſtocracy be once eſtabliſh'd, it may then be- 
come dangerous even to diſcourſe on the nature 
of our government. | 


Many of you, no doubt, have read of the 
two ſtrangers at Venice, who were overheard 


in argument on matters concerning the ſtate, 
and the nature of the conſtitution, which one 
of them highly exrolPd, and the other as freely 


cenſured. He who had ſo liberally applauded 
the form of government in that Ariltocracy, 
was, to his great aſtoniſhment, carried forcibly 


the next morning before the magiſtrates; who 


O 


having ſhewn him the dead body of his friend, 
bid him beware of the like fate; telling him 
that, altho' they knew he had argued in tavour 
of their government, yet he was to learn that 
they wanted not the ſupport of licentious 
tongues: They bid him begone, and for the 
future, upon pain of death, not to meddle with 
any queſtion whatſoever concerning the ſtate. ' 


* Without looking back to the remore Ages 
of the Grecian and Roman ſtates, I could fhew 
you inſtances without number, of the evils 

FP wel : that 
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* I am amazed that our author has not thought fit 
to expatiate on the Roman Decemvirate, which would 
have afforded him moſt excellent arguments. He 
might have very clearly demonſtrated that the ſyſtem 
Propoſed tous is worſe than the Decemvirate, in the ex- 


act proportion of thirtcen to ten, 


that have reſulted from, too, great a ſhare of 
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power in the hands of, the Grandees; but 1 


| ſhall mention only one ore to you, and that 
fo wont lerfully ſuited in every circumſtance to 


my preſent. purpoſe, that I ſhould fear the im- 

utation of having invented it, if I did not 
8 that the hiſtory of Denmark now lies 1 in 
Mr. Leake's hop; where ſuch of you as are 


unacquainted with the annals of that nation, 


may have an opportunity of verifying the tact 
which I am now going to relate. 


In the conſtitution of Denmark, NY A 
kundred years ago, more or leſs, fog I have 


not the hiſtory by me, the regal authority 


i 


was confined within very narrow limits, and 
the nobles poſſeſſed almoſt the whole power of 
the ſtate; of which they made ſo. great an 
abuſe, that the people, no longer able to bear 
their oppreſſions, made a full and voluntary 
ese, of their rights and privileges into the 
ands of the prince then reigning; deſiring to 
be govern'd by his will and pleaſure alone.— 


The application is eaſy and obvious; for the 


ſyſtem propoſed to us exactly reſembles the 
conſtitution of Denmark ar the period I have 
mentioned; from whence, I make no doubt, 
our grandees have borrowed the idea. And 
is there not the moſt evident danger, ſhould 
the intended Ariſtocracy take place among us, 
that we ſhall be reduced to the dreadful alter- 
native, either of patiently bearing the oppreſ- 
ſion and tyranny of the few, or of ſubmitting 


ourſelves 


9, ( 7 of 
ourſelves, (and in ſuch circumſtances only we 
Fan be neceſſitated to ſubmit ourſelves). like 
the Danes, to the abſolute will and pleaſure of 
2 Maſter of the Ceremonies, not ſubje to any 
controul wha: ſorver ? res 1 


I know it has been urged that no danger can 
ariſe to the public liberties, by inveſting with 
full powers the gentlemen intended to compoſe 
this Ariſtocracy. It is ſaid that they are men 
of wiſdom, virtue, and public ſpirit; that they 
are moreover men of fortune, and all, or moſt 
of them, conſtant reſidents within the precincts 
of this city; to the increaſe and embelliſhment 
whereof, ſome of them have largely» contri- 
buted. The more dangerous, the more dan- 
gerous, my friends, muſt ſuch an Ariſtocracy 
neceſſarily prove; for every one of theſe cir- 
cumſtances will tend to increaſe their influence, 
and to eſtabliſh their power : and ſhould the 
oreat enemy of mankind 'at laſt pervert their 
hearts, and ſwell them with the inordinate luſt. 
of dominion, what may not then be the diſmal 
conſequences! Who will then dare, at his own 
hazard, and with ſcarce a hope of the public 
good, to incur the indignation of thirteen ty- 
rants, with all their numerous train of con- 
nexions and dependencies ? and where ſhall be 
found the man bold enough to ſtand foth and 
fay, 1 like not our government, nor our go- 
vernors? Think, O think on the ſtrangers at 
Venice, and guard againſt, while yet you may, 
their fate. ns 
55 But 
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But you are already convinced, my friends, 


and fellow-citizens, of the innumerable evils 
attending an Ariſtocracy: I ſhall now proceed 
to offer you a few arguments tending to the 
ſupport of our preſent conſtitution, and the 


Monarch whom we have voluntarily choſen to 


reign over us. I ſhall alſo refute, as they oc- 
cur to me, the ſeveral objections that I have 

_ heard made, with any degree of plauſibility, a- 
gainſt either. : . 


That revolutions are ſometimes expedient, 
nay even neceſſary to the general welfare, I 
ſhall moſt freely allow ; as for example that of 
Eighty-eight : but that in this our ſtate, we 
at preſent ſtand in need of ſuch another, I as 

| heartily deny. We are threatened, it is ſaid, 
with arbitrary power, and with ſlavery, the 
certain conſequence thereof; but *till I ſee 
more ſufficient grounds for the accuſation, 
J ſhall never give my voice for overturning 
our conſtitution, and endangering our liber- 


ties, on ſuch vague and idle declamations: 


And I am the more ſtrongly moved to oppoſe 
all innovations, becauſe I do not find that even 
the moſt malignant enemies of our Prince, 
have yet dared to charge him with any attempt 
to introduce Popery,* braſs money, or wooden 
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* This whole re alludes to a favourite toaſt in 


a neighbouring kingdom, viz. * The glorious and 
Immortal memory of the great King William, who 


deliver'd us from Popery, Slavery, Arbitrary Power, 
. Braſs Money, and Wooden Shoes, 


Shoes. 
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ſhoes. I am even aſſured that to the two laſt 
articles he has a particular abhorrence, 


As to arbitrary power on his part, it by no 
means follows that ſlavery muſt be the neceſ- 
ſary conſequence thereof on ours. As he was 
elected, ſo he may be depoſed at pleafure, 
whenever he ſhall be found to betray the truſt 
we have repoſed in him : for he does not claim, 
that I have yet heard of, an indefeaſible, di- 


vine, hereditary right to reign over us ; nor 


has he the diſpoſal of ſuch honours and employ- 
ments as may enſure him at all times a pow- 
erful party in the ſtate ; neither does it ap- 
pear that he intends to maintain his deſpotiſm 
by the aſſiſtance of a ſtanding army: although, 
as to this laſt circumſtance, it has been malici- 
ouſly rumoured that there is at preſent a very 
conſiderable number of his countrymen diſ- 
perſed throughout this city, who are always 
ready to riſe, and incorporate on the ſhorteſt 
notice ; but I muſt here declare, in juſtice to 
the gentlemen of that nation, with many of 
whom TI have had a long and intimate acquain- 
tance, that I have ever known them to be true 


friends to liberty, promoters of good ſociety 


and propagation, and at all times ready to ſtand 
up for the credit of their country, and the 


ſervice of the fair and amiable part of the 
Creation. | 


Our anceſtors, wiſcly conſidering their pe- 


culiar circumſtances, acknowledged that a 


govern- 


610) 


government conſiſting only of a ſupreme ma- 


iſtrate, inveſted with abſolute power, but ſub- 
ject at all times to account for his conduct to 


a general aſſembly, and to be controuled, or 73 


depoſed thereby, was the moſt eligible torm, 


that the nature and ſituation of our ſtate could 


poſſibly admit of. They accordingly, with 
great chearfulnefs and harmony, ſubmitted 


themſelves to be governed by Naſh the great; 


and I cannot learn, either from hiſtory, or tra- 
dition, that any general diſſatisfaction prevailed 
at any time during the reign of that Prince; or 
that there were any turbulent attempts, like the 
preſent, made to overturn his government, or 
alter the principles of the conſtitution. He 
died full of honours as of years, after having 
created, improved, and eſtahliſned this mo- 
narchy, according to the moſt perfect model 
that the wit of man could deviſe for us. I can- 


not diſmiſs this great man without obſerving 


the very remarkable reſemblance between his 
life and actions, and thoſe of Peter the firſt 
of Moſcovy. 


I it ſhould be objected, that our preſent 
Prince has not all the great and ſhining quali- 
ties of his illuſtrious predeceſſor; I anſwer, 


where will you find another, deliciæ bumani 


generis? If he has foibles, which of us, alas 
is without them? If he has ſometimes erred 
throꝰ inadvertency or paſſion, humanum eſt er- 
rare. Let us not ſearch with too ſevere a ſcru- 
tiny for his faults, if it ſnall appear, that his 


general 


his court, diſtinguiſhing them, without 
tiality, according to their ſeveral ranks and 


6 


general conduct has tended, upon the whole, 
to the public ſatisfaction; that he has ever been 
ready to acknowledge and attone for his er- 


rors; that he has conſtantly attended in perſon 


all conſtitutional aſſemblies, and adminiſtered 
ſtrict juſtice therein; that he has always ſhewn 
a proper regard for the nobility who frequent 
par- 


abilities ; that he is even frequently known to 


call forth into is ſervice ſuch other of his ſub- 
jects as have talents worthy of the public eye, 


and who deſire to be on a good footing, and 
to move in a becoming ſphere : and laſtly, 
that he has ever perſiſted in refuſing to load us 


_ with unneceſſary taxes; generouſly chooſing 


to rely, for the ſupport of his government, on 
the volun ary aids and contributions of his ſub- 
jects. Theſe are his merits; and ſurely theſe 
entitle him to your warmeſt gratitude and ſup- 
port: but there is one argument more which 
I muſt mention, tho' with reluctance, through 


the apprehenſion of offending the delicacy of 
my ſovereign. 


It is well known that the 
amaſſing of treaſures he has always magnani- 
mouſly diſdained ; and ſhould he, by the ma- 
lice of his enemies, be deprived of his high 
dignity and royal revenues, it is to be feared 
that, after his long enjoyment of imperial ſtate, 
he might not be ſo qualified for any other ſta- 
tion in life, as to acquire therein a competent, 
and decent ſupport; and ſuch as might enable 
him to enjoy otium cum dignitate. Let me whiſ- 
EEE B 2 per 
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per this argument to you, my friends, not to 
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your heads, but to your hearts ; and ſuch of 


you as have hearts muſt feel the force of 1 it. 


Among the many objections that I have 
heard made againſt our Prince, his deficiency 
of ſtature has always appear'd ro me the moſt 
conſiderable; and I muſt confefs that it is 


urged, not without ſome colour of reaſon, that 


he is incapacitared thereby from diſcharging the 
high duties of his office, with a proper degree 


of circumſpection. It cannot be doubted thar 


it nature, when ſhe ſet his parents to work, 
had foreſeen that a Monarch was to be the re- 
ſult, ſhe would have order'd matters fo as to 


furniſh, in the fulneſs of time, a figure of be- 
con ing dignity, and of at leaft fix geometrical 


feet in perpendicular altitude; but as I know 
not of any operation, whether of nature, or of 
art, whereby he can be begotten over again“ 
or even ſufficiently lengthened out, without in- 
Jury to the proportions of his perſon ; I ſhall 
here offer a ſuccedaneum for ſupplying this de- 
fect; which I mean to communicate freely for 
the public g good, not deſiring any reward; al- 
though I am tully ſatisfied that, in a hundred 
years hence, 1t will be found of as great gene- 


ral utility, as the late diſcoveries of the lon- 


gitude, 
Give 


Our author ſeems here to have forgotten a very 
celebrated treatiſe on this ſubject.Vide Paracelſum de 


Generatione & Regeneratione, Vol. 2, Chap. 29. 
Teyden Edition, anno 1631. 
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Give me leave to introduce my faccedanevin 
by a ſhort ſtory. 


When I made the tour of Europe, bs 
years ago, with a young nobleman ; as we 
travelled in the duſk of an evening over a large, 
and very level plain, in the ſouth of France, 
we beheld, to our great aſtoniſnment and diſ- 
may, at ſome diſtance, three or four apparitions, 


moving towards us, ſhaped indeed and habited 


like men, but walking in the air, a: about four 
feet above the level of the ground beneath 
them. My lord, with much trepidation, cal- 
led to the poftillions to turn about; and I muſt 
confeſs I was not much inclined to oppoſe his 
lordſhip's motion: but they, gueſſing at the 
cauſe of our alarm, explained to us, with the 
help of my lord's valet-de-chambre, who ſpoke | 
Gaſcon, that the apparitions were nothing 
more than ſhepherds walking upon ſtilts ; and 


that becauſe the plain was a perfect level, they 
_ uſed theſe helps, that by the elevation they 


thereby acquired, they might be enabled to 


diſtinguiſh their flocks at a greater diſtance. 


My lord, having recovered his fright, was ſo 
much pleaſed with the contrivance, that he im- 
mediately bought a pair; and applied himſelf 


to the uſe thereof with ſo much aſſiduity, that, 


in leſs than three months time, he had made 
ſo great a proficiency, there was not a young 
nobleman in France could walk upon ſtilts with 
a better grace. It happened moſt unfortunately 
on our return to England, that his valet- de- 

chambre 
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| 3 
cWehambre made uſe 1 one of them at Calais, 
Nr the weather being then very cold, to light a 
lll! fire ; preſuming his lord would not have occa- 
1 fion for them at ſea, and not doubting that he + 

[iſ might be eaſily ſupplied at Dover. On our 

| landing, my lord immediately called for his 
Wh! ſtilts, as he was deſirous to make a public en- 
1 try into that town, in a manner becoming his 
0111188 rank and talents ; and to give an early ſpecimen | 
1 to his countrymen of the improvement and ac- 
1 quiſitions he had made in his travels: but judge 

1 of his concern and ſurprize when he learned 
that one only was to be found. He had never 
11 practiſed hopping upon one ſtilt; what then 

1 could be done in the prefent emergency? he 

I was at laſt, to his great mortification, reduced 
I to the neceſſity of walking from the quay to 
14 our inn, like other men, upon his feet. I have 
Wil often ſince endeavoured to perſuade his lord- 

Il {hip that proper timber might probably be 
Wl found in Britain; and alſo artiſts capable, with 

| ſufficient inſtructions, of making him nearly 
It! as good a one as that which he had loſt : but 
Ul he as conſtantly declared, with the utmoſt ve- 
Ill; | hemence, that no power upon earth ſhould 


ever oblige him to make uſe of ſtilts that were 
Not of the true French cut. To this NN 
of his lordſhip, if I may dare to call it fo, I 


2 have always imputed his not making ſo con- 
Ul. ſpicuous a figure in a certain auguſt aſſembly, 
fit as 1 am certain he muſt otherwiſe have done. 

Il | Il know it will be ſaid, that ſhall not be the 
1 | firſt 
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firſt introducer of the uſe of ſtilts into England; 
and that there are many perſons row in theſe 
kingdoms, who, by the help of a certain im- 
me kind of inviſible ones, ſtride over, or 

ick down, all thoſe who they ſee above them, 


or before them, in their walks; whether in the 


army, the law, the church, or the ſtate: but 
this is an aſſertion to which I ſhall never give 
an entire belief, till I ſee it fully demonſtrated. 


I hope my ſtory will not be deem'd a digreſ- 
ſion; for I thought it a proper, and even a 
neceſſary introduction, to the advice I now 
humbly offer to our Monarch; that he will for 
the future be gracivuſly pleaſed to employ this 
moſt excellent ſupplement to his natural brevity 
of ſtature, with the aſſiſtance whereof he may 


Beſtride this narrow world 


Like a Coloſſus ; and we petty men 
Walk under his huge legs. 


Exalted as he will then be over all our heads, 
there will ſcarcely, I hope, be found any among 
his ſubje&s, daring enough to diſpute his right 


to præeminence and ſuperintendency over us. 


The only difficulties that remain, lie, firſt, 
in the want of Stilts; and afterwards, if they 
Were to be had, in our Sovereign's want of ſkill 
as to their proper uſe and exerciſe: but theſe 

two objections [ will undertake, with great eaſe, 


to obviate. As to their proper uſe, I will take 
Poe upon 
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upon me to be his inſtructor; having ſome- 
times practiſed thereon myſelf, while my Lord 


( x6 


was engaged in his other ſtudies; and then 


as to the procuring Stilts fit for the royal uſe, 


] make no doubt that we have artiſts here, of 
{ufficient ſkill to ext cute them to his Majeſty's 
ſatisfaction, after a drawing which 1 hos to 
obtain, to be tak n from the remaining French 


Stilt, where it is now depoſited, in the 
Muſeum. 


And now, my friends, and fell ow- citizens, 


1 have laid before you the many evils and 
dangers of an Ariſtocracy : I have clearly, 


J hope, demonſtrated the great advantages to 


us of a Monarchical Government, ſubject at 
ſtated ſeaſons to the public reviſion and con- 
troul ; and I flatter myſelf I have fully refuted 


every weighty objection thar has hitherto been 
made againſt the Sovereign whom we have 
choſen to reign over us. Let us then join, 


with chearfulneſs and unanimity, in his ſup- 


port : and ſince his very exiſtence, as a 
Monarch, depends upon our favour, his incli- 


natian muſt conſtantly co-operate with his duty, 


in exerting his utmoſt endeavours for the pub- 


lic ſatisfaction. But ſhould he, on any future 


occaſion, dare to pervert the powers with which 
we have inveſted him, to injure the properties, 
the liberties, or the lives of my fellow- citizens; 
O may another Brutus ſtart forth to be the de- 
liverer of his country! may his chief muſician 
pierce him to tne heart with a fiddle-ſtick 55 
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his premier friſeur, with a powdering engine, 
blow out his deſperate brains. 


Perhaps I may again addreſs you, if I ſhould 


think myſelf call'd upon by the exigency of 
affairs. In the interim I ſhall be happy, if my 
weak endeavours may in the leaſt have con- 
tributed to the ſupport of tottering Majeſty, 
the maintenance of conſtitutional liberty, and 
the re- eſtabliſnment of peace and harmony 
among us. 5 | 


quam memento rebus in arduis 
Servare mentem; non ſecus in bonis 

Ab inſolenti temperatam 

Letitia, moriture Derrick, 
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HE writer of the foregoing trifle, having 
heard the ſubject of it debated in ſeveral 


companies of late, with much warmth and ear- 
neſtneſs; thought that, if the whole matter 
were offer'd to the public view in a ludicrous 
light, the only one which it ſeems to deſerve, 
it might probably not be unacceptable ; and if, 
in what he has ſcribbled with that intention, 


there ſhould not be found any thing that may 
excite a ſmile, he frankly acknowledges that 
the fault lies, not in the ſubject, but in the 
manner of treating it. He had it alſo in view | 
to expreſs his opmion, that the long-eſtabliſh'd | 


mode of regulating the amuſements at Bath, 


is preferable to the regulations lately propoſed; 
from whence inconveniencies might probably 


reſult, in conſequence of making the Maſter of 


the Ceremonies ſubject to any other controul, 


but that of a majority of the ſubſcribers to the 


balls; to which he ever has been, and ever 
muſt be, amenable. 
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The Writer flatters himſelf that his attention 
to avoid all poſſibility of giving even the 


lighteſt offence, is ſufficiently evident: and if 
it were not a ſort of profanation of the works 


| of one of our moſt excellent poets, he would 


deſire leave to expreſs his own ſentiments in 


the following admirable lines of Mr. Pope; 
as far as they are applicable to his purpoſe. 


Curſt be the verſe, how well ſoe' er it flow, 
That tends to make one worthy man my foe; 
Give virtue ſcandal, innocence a fear, 

Or from the ſoft-ey'd virgin ſteal a tear. 
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